FAIRMONT STATE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
MEETING OF JUNE 14, 2007

TITLE:
Procedure for Requesting Exceptions to Degree Definition Policy

Requests for exceptions to the Degree Definition Policy will be initiated at the program level and must have the approval of the Dean of the appropriate College or School.  Initially, the request for exception will go to the Board of Governors; if Board approval is granted, the proposal will move on to the appropriate faculty governing bodies.  Requests will include the following steps:  

1. Requests for exceptions should be prepared by the program and submitted to the Dean.  Requests must include the items below:

a. Narrative analysis of the justification for varying from the policy, concluding with a specific request for a partial exemption from the policy, e.g.: increasing the number of credit hours in the major or reducing the number of credit hours of free electives.

b. Documentation of Program Goals and Assessment Measures

c. Documentation of all Course Outcomes and Assessment Measures
d. Documentation of the requirements of specialized Accreditors and/or Licensing Boards 
2. Deans will work with Chairs and Program Faculty to improve the proposed exception, with the Dean having the authority to reject and/or require changes prior to submission of the request to the Provost.  
3. The Provost will review the proposal submitted by the Dean for compliance with the letter and spirit of the Degree Definition Policy. Input from the Curriculum Committee will be solicited before submitting to the Board.
4. The Provost will place the request, with a recommendation (pro or con) for consideration by the Board of Governors at its next regularly scheduled meeting. If the Board of Governors gives approval “in principle” to the request; the appropriate faculty governing bodies (Curriculum Committee, Faculty Senate, Faculty Assembly), will work out the details of the proposal.  

5. Programs may ask the Provost for a one year extension to the Degree Definition Policy (BOG policy 52, section 5.1) implementation time line.
